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Section 1  
 
Summary of the History and Management of the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve 
and the Public Park attributes therein  
(Refer also MRC submission dated 19th February 2006) 

Recreation and Thoroughbred Horse Racing are embedded in the psyche of Australian 
culture and the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve (Reserve) has a unique place in that 
history with a heritage spanning over 136 years. 
 
The area around the racecourse housed many stables which over the years have given 
way to residential development. To this day there are still areas which house horse 
stables and many in the local community and surrounds are employed in the racing 
industry.  
 
In accordance with the Crown Grant and the appointment of the Caulfield 
Racecourse Reserve Trustees (Trustees), the Trustees set about establishing a set of 
regulations (first regulations date back to 27th September 1876) that would set aside the 
areas on the Reserve dedicated to horse racing and those areas for public park 
activities.  The Regulations provide a framework for the governance, operation and 
management of the Reserve.  
 
Precedence was given to establishing the operation of the Racecourse by these 
original Trustees and the public area was identified as the ‘Flat’ – that is the area we 
now refer to as the ‘Centre’ of the Racecourse and this being subject to availability 
outside of racing. All other areas of the Reserve were dedicated to the operation of 
horse racing.  
 
In the 1950’s the Trustees further addressed the use of the public park aspects of the 
Reserve with the creation of an area for greater public use at the southern end of the 
Reserve. In 1962 this area was separated from the Reserve and we now know it as ‘Glen 
Huntly Park’. The creation of this sporting oval provides the public with unrestricted 
access and use of a public park area of the Reserve independent of racing and 
training activities. 
 
With the changing environment of public health and safety, particularly in the modern 
realm, access to the racecourse has required it to be provided in a more structured 
way.  Access to the ‘Flat’ (the Centre of the Racecourse) is maintained daily between 
9.30pm and sunset with restrictions as are required due to horse movement during the 
day.  
 
MRC in consultation with the Office of the Minister for Environment and Climate 
Change, the Trustees, Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) and City of 
Glen Eira is committed to maintaining and improving this public use aspect of the 
Reserve. Three other initiatives are detailed within the Section ‘Revised Upgrade to the 
Centre’.   
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� Improved access and signage – (Joint initiative with Glen Eira Council) Signage 
and public campaign to encourage public use of the Reserve 

� Centre upgrade – Estimated $1.8 million upgrade to the Centre of the reserve for 
promotion of passive recreation including the relocation of horse training to the 
southern end, improved access and provision of public car parking adjacent the 
lake 

� Crown Land Exchange – creation of a new park area on the Reserve with 
unrestricted public access 

 
Whilst recognizing that Glen Eira has one of the lowest public open space proportions 
relative to their municipality, the area around the Caulfield Racecourse is well serviced 
by public open space. This will be further complemented with the Glen Eira Council’s 
recent acquisition of the Booran Road Reservoir site. 
 
Caulfield Racecourse Reserve adds to Melbourne’s liveability in a number of unique 
ways.  To our knowledge, it is the only Crown Grant in Australia that provides for a 
Crown Land area dedicated for the dual purpose of horse racing activities and public 
park. The facilities on the racecourse are maintained independent of any rates paid by 
the community. 
 
Through the provision of dedicated unrestricted public open space and the provision of 
access to the Centre of the Racecourse the Reserve contributes to the mental and 
physical health of the local and broader Melbourne community. 
 
Glen Huntly Park provides for structured sporting and non structured recreational 
activities whilst the upgrade to the Centre of the Racecourse will promote the passive 
recreation and environmental appreciation with running and walking tracks, sheltered 
BBQ areas, childrens play area, a boardwalk around the lake and enhancing the 
existing fishing facility within the lake. The Centre is a shared area with other activities 
including car parking, however access to the lake is maintained throughout.  
 
The new Booran Road Park will further add to the value of the Crown Land asset and be 
of benefit to the community, with its natural appeal of protecting the last remnant of 
historical flora in this area and in providing additional unrestricted public open space. 
 
Caulfield Racecourse is an iconic horseracing facility that promotes Melbourne’s 
reputation as Australia’s sporting capital. It is part of the industry which has grown to 
become a significant part of our economy employing over 48,000 people, is in the top 
10 employers in the State and generates over $508 million dollars in Federal and State 
Government taxes.  
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In the modern era, the history and tradition for use of the Reserve continues to grow 
with generations growing up around the Reserve using it for racing recreation, running, 
walking and other recreational activities then coming back later as consultants and 
workers on the Reserve.  
 
Environmentally MRC has implemented a number of major initiatives in response to 
providing a sustainable footprint across the Reserve.  
 

� Storm water capture – capturing – mega litres and providing flood relief 
� Biodiversity – storm water capture reducing pollution in the bay  
� Management of horse waste products – reducing carbon footprint 
� Grassing and drought resistant landscaping 
� Water storage above and below ground 
� Recycling and energy efficiency programs 

 
In more recent times the Racing Industry, of which the Club is a significant stakeholder, 
has had to respond to the changing times and technology. Off course wagering, the 
regulatory environment and competition for people’s leisure time all compete with the 
Club’s racing product. These changes have seen the Club diversify its activities to 
include making better use of its underutilised assets and in using the Club’s buildings 
and facilities for other uses such as events and conferences. 
 
Glen Eira Council through their Planning Scheme and related permit controls, have 
required the Club to prepare a master plan for its freehold land holdings within the 
Phoenix Precinct. The proposed C60 Planning Scheme Amendment is the outcome of 
this master planning work. Through the Land Exchange, the Crown Land amenity is 
protected and enhanced while the C60 Amendment does not place additional 
pressure on the pubic space in the Centre of the Racecourse.        
 
In summary, the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve provides for value outside of Melbourne 
Metropolitan.  It is a unique example of how Crown Land use may be successfully 
managed to include a broad range of uses, all of which promote Melbourne’s 
liveability.  
 
The activities conducted on the Reserve also promote tourism and enhance 
Melbourne’s international reputation as the sporting capital of Australia.   
 
1895 Mark Twain wrote - “Nowhere in the world have I encountered a festival of people 
that has such a magnificent appeal to the nation’ 
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Attachments :-  
 
1. Copy of the original handwritten Grant for Caulfield Racecourse Reserve  
 
2. Copy of the earliest Caulfield Racecourse Regulations dated 22nd August 1876, 
 written by the Committee of Management and approved by the Board of Land 
 and Works  
 
3. Copy of the Caulfield Racecourse Regulations amended as at the  
 16th March 1926. 
 
4. Copy of the typed written Grant for Caulfield Racecourse Reserve dated  
 07th July 1949. 
 
5. Copy of the additional regulations for the Care, Protection and Management of 
 the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve relevant to the ‘Sports Ground’ (Glen Huntly 
 Park) dated 22nd August 1950 

6. Copy of the current Regulations for the Care, Protection and Management of the 
 Caulfield Racecourse Reserve  
 
7. Map of the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve outlining the land divisions pursuant to 
 Regulation II of the Regulations  
 
8. Map of Glen Eira City boundaries showing current park areas 
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REGULATIONS FOR THE CARE, PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF 
THE CAULFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE 

GENERAL REGULATIONS 

REGULATION I 

(Repeal of Former Regulations) 

The Regulations and By-laws heretofore made with reference to the said land, or any part 
thereof, are hereby repealed and rescinded. 

REGULATION II 

(Divisions of Land) 

The divisions into which the said land, with the buildings and other erections and fences 
thereon, is parcelled out, are as follows: 

(1) The lawn and the public grandstands thereon. 

(2) The reserve and stand set apart for members of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club 
and holders of members’ visitors’ passes on race days and known respectively 
as the Members’ Reserve and the Members’ Stand. 

(3) The mounting-yard, the weighing-room, the Stewards’ room, the Committee 
rooms, the stewards’ stands, the judge’s box and approaches. 

(4) The Guineas enclosure. 

(5) The Training Ground and approaches, including all training sheds and other 
buildings thereon. 

(6) The enclosure called “The Birdcage”. 

(7) The course proper and approaches. 

(8) The Triangular Car Park. 

(9) The Flat. 

(10) The Tabaret Building. 

REGULATION III 

(Bringing Horses etc on Land) 

Except when a race meeting is being held thereon, no person shall bring any horse or other 
animal on any part of the said land without the consent, in writing, of the Trustees or of some 
person duly authorized, in writing, by such Trustees.  When a race meeting is being held 
thereon, no person shall bring any horse or other animal on any part of the said land without 
the consent, in writing, of the Committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club or of some person 
duly authorised, in writing, by such Committee. 

REGULATION IV 

(Training Horses) 



The fee for permission to train or exercise horses on the said land shall be at a rate fixed by 
the Victoria Amateur Turf Club as approved by the trustees.  Horses shall be trained and 
exercised on such part or parts of the said land as the Trustees or some person duly 
authorised, in writing, by the Trustees may from time to time direct.  No person shall train or 
exercise a horse upon any other part of the said land. 

REGULATION V 

(Application of Training Fees) 

Fees charged pursuant to Regulation IV shall be received and retained by the Victoria 
Amateur Turf Club (Incorporating the Melbourne Racing Club) and be applied by that Club in 
maintaining the training grounds and course proper in a fit and proper condition, and in 
otherwise rendering the said land convenient and suitable for racing purposes. 

REGULATION VI 

(Damaging Buildings, Plantations, etc) 

No person shall– 

(a) in any way damage or deface any fence, building or erection on the said land; 

(b) damage, break down, destroy or interfere with any trees or shrubs growing 
upon the said land; 

(c) trample any flower-beds upon the said land, or pull up, break down, or 
destroy any plant or flower growing therein; 

(d) pollute any artificial lake or pond on the said land or throw or place any 
rubbish, debris, or other substance thereon or elsewhere on the said land; 

(e) drive, ride or propel any motor vehicle, motor bicycle or bicycle on, along, or 
over any of the paths or lawns on the said land; 

(f) dig up, injure, remove, or carry away any turf, soil, sand or gravel upon or 
from any part of the said land, or injure or destroy any of the lawns upon the 
said land. 

REGULATION VII 

(Distributing and Posting Bills, etc) 

Except on a day when a race meeting is being held thereon, no person shall, without the 
consent, in writing, of the Trustees, or of some person duly authorised, in writing, by the 
Trustees, distribute, or assist in distributing, any bill, placard, or notice within the limits of the 
said land, or post or stick, or assist in posting or sticking, any bill, placard, or notice upon any 
fence, wall, building, property, or premises on the said land. 

On any day set apart for the holding of a race meeting thereon, no person shall, without the 
consent, in writing, of the Committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club, or of some person 
duly authorised, in writing, by the said Committee, distribute, or assist in distributing, any bill, 
placard, or  notice within the limits of the said land, or post or stick, or assist in posting or 
sticking, any bill, placard, or notice upon any fence, wall, building, property, or premises on 
the said land. 

REGULATION VIII 



(Entering upon Certain Parts of the Land) 

No person shall without the consent of the Trustees or of some person duly authorised in 
writing by them or by the Victoria Amateur Turf Club– 

(a) on a day other than a day when a race meeting is being held on the land 
enter upon any part of Divisions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6, except that persons 
attending functions authorised by the Victoria Amateur Turf Club may enter 
Divisions 1, 2 and 4. 

(b) at any time take or drive any motor vehicle or other vehicle of any description, 
on to or across any part of the division of the said land numbered 7 or on a 
day other [than] a day when a race meeting is being held onto or across any 
part of the division of the said land numbered 9; 

(c) enter upon any part of the said land, excluding Divisions 4, 8 and 10, 
between 8.00 p.m. or sunset (whichever is the later) and sunrise except that 
persons attending functions authorised by the Victoria Amateur Turf Club 
may enter Divisions 1 and 2. 

REGULATION IX 

(Lighting Fires) 

Except on a day when a race meeting is being held thereon, no person shall, without the 
consent, in writing, of the Trustees, or of some person duly authorised, in writing, by the 
Trustees, light any fire on any part of the said land, or in any building, shed or premises 
thereon. 

On a day when a race meeting is being held thereon, no person shall, without the consent, in 
writing, of the Committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club, or of some person duly 
authorised, in writing, by the said Committee, light any fire on any part of the said land, or in 
any building, shed, or premises thereon. 

REGULATION X 

(Remaining in Buildings at Night) 

No person, other than a person attending a function authorised by the Victoria Amateur Turf 
Club, shall without the consent of the Trustees, or of some person duly authorised, in writing 
by them, enter, loiter, or remain within any building shed, or other premises on the said land 
excepting Division 10 after 8.00 p.m. or sunset whichever is the later. 

REGULATION XI 

(Games and Sports) 

A person must not play or practice or engage in any game or sport, or fly a model aircraft on 
any part of the said land other than in an area or areas as may be set aside by the Trustees 
for the purpose of such game, sport or flying model aircraft and then subject to such 
conditions and restrictions as the Trustees, or some person duly authorised by them, may 
from time to time permit. 

The Trustees may from time to time authorise a person or persons and delegate to such 
person or persons for the control of such area or areas of the said land as are set aside for 
particular games and sports, and such person or persons may prescribe the conditions upon 



which any such games or sports may be played or practised, or engaged in upon the area or 
areas of the said land so set aside. 

REGULATION XII 

(Hawkers and Pedlers) 

No person shall hawk or peddle goods, wares or merchandise, or attempt to hawk or peddle 
goods, wares or merchandise, or sell or dispose of or offer for sale or disposal a ticket in a 
lottery upon the said land without the permission, in writing, of the Trustees, except upon 
race days, when the permission, in writing, of the Committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf 
Club must first be obtained.

REGULATION XIII 

(Misconduct, etc, on the Land) 

No person shall, on the said land– 

(1) Assault any other person. 

(2) Use any profane, indecent, obscene language, or any threatening, abusive, or 
insulting words. 

(3) Be drunk and disorderly. 

(4) Solicit alms, donations or subscriptions. 

(5) Behave riotously or indecently, or otherwise misbehave or misconduct himself. 

REGULATION XIV 

(Dogs) 

(1) A person must not bring a dog, or allow a dog to enter or remain in the said 
land.

(2) Sub-regulation (1) does not apply to a person who brings or allows a dog to 
remain in that part of the said land known as Division 9 between 4.30 p.m. and 
8.00 p.m. or sunset (whichever is the later) each day, providing that the dog is 
effectively controlled by that person at all times and while being led to and from 
Division 9 is on a lead and is effectively controlled by that person. 

(3) Notwithstanding sub-regulation (2) a person must not bring a dog, or allow a 
dog to remain in the said land on any day on which a race meeting is being 
held.

(4) A person who brings a dog or allows a dog to remain in the said land must 
ensure that any dog excrement deposited by that dog is disposed of 
hygienically in the bins provided. 

(5) Nothing in this regulation applies to a person who brings a dog or allows a dog 
to remain in the said land if that dog is used by that person as a guide dog. 

REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO RACE DAYS ONLY 

REGULATION XV 



(Restriction to Race Days) 

The following Regulations XVI to XXVII, both inclusive, shall apply only to days on which 
race meetings are held on the said land. 

REGULATION XVI 

(Entering on Land without a Ticket) 

Unless otherwise authorised under these Regulations, no person shall enter upon any part of 
the said land other than Division 10 unless he shall have a badge or ticket duly authorising 
him so to do.  The Trustees, notwithstanding anything herein contained shall at all times be 
admitted to all parts of the said land on production of a ticket or badge so authorising them. 

REGULATION XVII 

(Admission Charges) 

The Melbourne Racing Club may levy the following (or at its discretion, lesser) charges for 
admission upon persons other than members or members’ visitors’ pass-holders of the said 
Club. 

$

For the admission of each person to all of the first, fourth and 
sixth divisions on Caulfield Cup Day 

60.00 

For the admission of each person to all of the first, fourth and 
sixth divisions on Caulfield Guineas Day 

50.00 

For the admission of each person to all of the first, fourth and 
sixth divisions on Blue Diamond Stakes Day 

40.00 

For the admission of each person to all of the first, fourth and 
sixth divisions on other race days 

30.00 

For the admission to the eighth division of every motor 
vehicle (or $50.00 per annum) 

2.00 

The Committee of the Melbourne Racing Club, or any person duly authorised in writing by 
that Committee, may exempt any person wholly or partially from the payment of all or any of 
such charges or may reduce the same from time to time, and furthermore, the Club may levy 
such charges as it determines from time to time for access to reserved seats and private or 
corporate suites. 

(Admission and Access) 

Members of the Melbourne Racing Club and Holders of Members’ visitors’ passes, upon 
production of their badges or passes, shall be admitted to any part of the said divisions with 
the exception of the third and seventh divisions without payment of any of the above charges 
for admission. 

REGULATION XVIII 

(Production and Surrender of Tickets) 

Every person to whom a badge or ticket has been issued authorising him to enter upon any 
part of the said land shall, upon demand, produce such badge or ticket to any gate-keeper, 



servant, or other person having authority from the Committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf 
Club to demand production of the same.  Every person who has received a ticket under the 
last-preceding Regulation shall, in addition, if required, surrender such ticket to any gate-
keeper, servant, or other person having authority from such Committee to demand the 
surrender of the same. 

REGULATION XIX 

(Judge’s Box, Stewards’ Stand, etc) 

No person except the judge and timekeeper appointed by the Committee of the Victoria 
Amateur Turf Club and any person the judge may call to his assistance, or the Committee of 
the Victoria Amateur Turf Club may direct, shall enter the judge’s box.  No person shall enter 
the stewards’ stand or the stewards’ room except the stewards acting at a race meeting, and 
such persons as they may invite to do so. 

REGULATION XX 

(Weighing-room and Yard) 

No person shall enter or remain in the weighing-room or the mounting-yard, or the 
approaches thereto, except the stewards acting at a race meeting and the Committee of the 
Victoria Amateur Turf Club, and those authorised by such Committee, the jockeys requiring 
to be weighed, and the owners and trainers of horses whose jockeys are being or are about 
to be weighed. 

REGULATION XXI 

(Committee Rooms, Private and Corporate Suites) 

No person shall enter the Committee Rooms or Private or Corporate Suites or the 
approaches thereto, except members of the Committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club, 
and persons authorised by such Committee. 

REGULATION XXII 

(Thieves, Pickpockets, etc) 

No person who has been convicted in a Court of Law of robbery, larceny or theft or of an 
attempt to commit robbery, larceny or theft or of obtaining property or financial advantage by 
false pretences or deception or of an attempt to obtain property or financial advantage by 
false pretences or deception, or who is a reputed thief or pickpocket, or suspected person, or 
an associate of thieves or pickpockets, or a welsher, ticktacker, urger, tout or prostitute, or 
who plays or attempts to play any unlawful game, shall enter or remain on any part of the 
said land and may be removed by any member of the Police Force or by any person acting 
under the authority of the Trustees or the Committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club. 

REGULATION XXIII 

(Remaining on Land after Race Meeting) 

No person shall, without the consent, in writing, of the Committee of the Victoria Amateur 
Turf Club or of some person duly authorised by such Committee, remain on any part of the 



said land, excepting Divisions 9 and 10 for a longer period than two hours after the last race 
of the day has been run. 

REGULATION XXIV 

(Refusing Entrance) 

On any day on which a race meeting is held, any person who, in any divisions of the said 
land, as set out in Regulation II of these Regulations– 

(a) Assaults any person; 

(b) Behaves in a riotous, indecent, offensive, threatening, or insulting manner, or 
is drunk and disorderly; 

(c) Uses any profane, indecent, obscene, threatening, abusive, or insulting 
words; 

(d) Solicits alms; 

(e) Acts as ticktacker, tout, urger, canvasser or runner for any bookmaker or 
other person; 

(f) Has been convicted in a Court of competent jurisdiction of any of the offences 
set out in (a), (b), and (c) of this Regulation, on the said land, 

may be refused admission to the said land, or having been admitted to the said land or 
having entered thereon, may be expelled therefrom after being warned off or directed to 
leave the said land by any person acting under the authority of the Committee of the said 
Club, or by any member of the Police Force, notwithstanding such person may  have paid for 
admission to the said land, and is or may be in possession of a ticket of admission to the 
said land, or any part thereof. 

No person who has been refused admission shall enter the said land, or having been warned 
off or requested to leave the said land, shall remain thereon, or on any part thereof. 

REGULATION XXV 

(Undesirable Persons) 

On any day on which a race meeting is held, any person who, in the opinion of the 
committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club is not a desirable person to be admitted, shall 
not be admitted to any of the divisions of the said land as set out in Regulation II of these 
Regulations, and may be expelled therefrom after having been warned off or directed to 
leave the said land by any person acting under the authority of the Committee, or by any 
member of the Police Force, notwithstanding such person may have paid for admission, and 
is or may be in possession of a ticket of admission to the said land, or any part thereof. 

REGULATION XXVI 

(Warning Off) 

Any person who has been proved to the satisfaction of the Committee of the Victoria 
Amateur Turf Club to be a defaulter in payment of any bets, or to have been guilty of any 
malpractice or dishonourable conduct in connexion with racing, or who has been disqualified 
by virtue of any rules of racing under which the said Club races, may be warned off the said 



land, or any part or division thereof, by the said Committee, or by any person acting under 
the authority of the said Committee in that behalf, notwithstanding such person may have 
paid for admission, or is or may be in possession of a ticket of admission to the said land, or 
any part thereof. 

REGULATION XXVII 

(Remaining on Land after Warning Off) 

No person shall remain on the said land, or on any part or division thereof, after having been 
warned off such land, part, or division under the last preceding Regulation. 

ENFORCEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

REGULATION XXVIII 

(Removal of Offenders) 

Any person offending against any of these Regulations may be removed from the said land 
by any member of the Police Force, or by any person acting under the authority of the 
Trustees, or of the Committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club and such removal shall not 
exempt him from any penalty to which he would otherwise be liable for such offence. 

PENALTIES 

Every person offending against any of these Rules and Regulations shall for each offence be 
liable to a penalty of not more than Five pounds (£5); and every person who so offends, and 
who after he has been warned by any bailiff of Crown lands, or officer or servant of the 
Trustees, or of the Committee of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club, on any day on which a race 
meeting is being held on the land, or by any member of the Police Force, does not desist 
from so offending, may be forthwith apprehended by such bailiff, officer, or servant, or 
member of the Police Force, and taken before some justice, and shall be liable to a penalty 
of not more than Ten pounds (£10). 
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Section 2 
 
Communiqué  
 
The Communiqué dated 27th July 2009 as approved by the Trustees of the Caulfield 
Racecourse Reserve, and as adopted by Glen Eira Council and Melbourne Racing 
Club, is attached for the benefit of the Committee. 
 
This document takes care of various wording as requested by the Trustees and includes 
minor amendments at the request of Council. 
 
In essence the document paved the way for Glen Eira Council and Melbourne Racing 
Club to reach agreement in principle to review the public use of the Centre of the 
Racecourse. 
 
The document was instrumental in bringing the parties together in reaching agreement 
for the proposed $1.8 million upgrade of this area. 
 
 
Attached: 
 
1.  Communiqué dated 27th July 2009 
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Section 3  
 
Revised Upgrade to the Centre of the Reserve (public park attributes)  
 
Over the past several years and culminating in two key initiatives between 2008 – 2010, 
the Club in collaboration and consultation with the office of the Minister for the 
Environment and Climate Change, the Department of Sustainability and Environment, 
Trustees of the Reserve and Glen Eira City Council has sought to improve the public 
access and amenity in the Centre of the Racecourse.  
 
It was recognised that compared to yester year, access appeared restricted and that 
this was in response to todays current emphasis on public safety. This is not peculiar to 
the Reserve but in all aspects of Australian life. We only need to look at the changes in 
our lifestyle and day to day activities, in construction, leisure, work places and our own 
homes that through regulation and governance provide for a safer environment.  
 
We live in a more safety conscious world, which has become more prone to litigation in 
the event of a mishap. It is hard to imagine horse racing with no physical barrier 
between the public and the horses as was conducted on some race courses.    
 
In 2008 a joint initiative was launched by Melbourne Racing Club and Glen Eira Council 
to promote access to the Centre of the Reserve and through a media campaign 
advise the community of what the Centre has to offer. The campaign included 2000 
hand delivered leaflets to the immediate area around the course, joint web site 
notification, advertising in the Leader and Council’s Glen Eira News.  
 
It should also be recognised that this is one of several public open space options within 
the immediate area - the others being, Glen Huntly Park, Caulfield Park and East 
Caulfield Reserve. These options will soon be expanded with the creation of a new 
public park on the Reserve and the refurbishment of the Booran Road Reservoir site.  
 
In 2010 a revised upgrade to the Centre of the Reserve was reached in consultation 
with the Office of the Minister for Environment and Climate Change, DSE, Trustees, Glen 
Eira Council, MRC and chaired by Hon Member for the Upper House Jennifer Huppert.  
 
Implementation of this plan will involve changes to several infrastructure components. 
Training will be relocated to the Southern sector of the Reserve and in association with 
the creation of a new park through the Land Exchange; the reconfiguration of horse 
training movement will provide improved public access including vehicular access to a 
dedicated public parking area adjacent to the lake. 
 
It is intended that these upgrades will promote well being and passive recreational 
opportunities in the unique setting of a racecourse.  This will include running and 
walking tracks, exercise pods, shaded BBQ areas, drinking fountains, dedicated fishing 
areas around the lake, public toilets including baby change, a childrens play area and 
seating around the lake.   
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Access will be from 9.30am – Sunset from the Guineas Tunnel or through the Vehicular 
Tunnel.  New dedicated separated pedestrian access is provided through the Vehicular 
Tunnel which will have suitable lighting levels added, the tunnel is able to be viewed 
one end to the other and it is well used by staff throughout the day who carry out 
maintenance to the Reserve.   
 
Other access points to the Reserve are through Queens Avenue and there is scheduled 
access times through Glen Huntly Park. 
 
The current status is that the Club is awaiting Glen Eira Planning approval for the 
buildings and works. It is hoped, depending on the planning process, to have these 
improvements available for public use in 2011. 
 
 
Attachments:- 
 
1. Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Centre Upgrade – Overall Layout Plan  
 
2. Mary Jeavons Landscape Architects – Report on Landscape Design – May 2010  
 
3. Plan of current Public Open Space surrounding Caulfield Racecourse Reserve 
 
4. Access Signage at all entry points and with additional signage around the 
 Reserve perimeter  – 11 signs in total    
 
 



Horse warm up ring relocated 
from the northern lake 
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REPORT�ON�LANDSCAPE�DESIGN�FOR�THE�NORTHEN�AREA�OF�THE�CENTRE�OF�
THE�CAULFIELD�RACECOURSE�RESERVE�FOR�PUBLIC�RECREATION.�

Leong�Khoo,�Senior�Landscape�Architect,�Mary�Jeavons�Landscape�Architects��

Revised�May�2010��

�

INTRODUCTION��

The�general�public�and�the�local�community�are�currently�able�to�enter�into�the�centre�of�the�
Caulfield�Racecourse�at�designated�times,�when�the�horses�are�not�in�training�and�on�days�other�
than�Racedays�and�Major�Events�(Approximately�320�days�per�annum�from�9:30am�to�sunset).�
Melbourne�Racing�Club�has�identified�the�northern�part�of�the�Centre�area�to�be�further�developed,�
to�enhance�the�amenities�on�offer�as�a�public�recreation�area,�and�to�create�a�safer�and�separated�
area�from�the�horse�training�facilities�for�public�users�within�Caulfield�Racecourse.�Part�of�the�design�
intent�is�to�enhance�the�aesthetics�and�amenity�of�the�middle�lake�area,�by�creating�a�walking�track�
and�improving�outdoor�recreation�opportunities�and�environmental�appreciation.�

The�design�includes�the�following:��

� A�one�mile�long�running�track�and�around�the�lake�
� A�recreation�trail�around�the�lake�perimeter�
� An�improved,�accessible�and�larger�boardwalk��
� A�broader�range�of�edge�types�to�the�lake,�offering�a�broader�range�of�access�and�activity�

options�
� A�picnic�area�with�barbecues,�picnic�tables�and�seats�with�adjacent�junior�play�space�
� Seating�located�around�the�lake�
� Trees�for�shade�and�low�planting�for�wind�screening�
� Fencing�to�designate�the�different�areas��
� Two�unisex�toilets�including�change�facilities�and�accessible�design��
� A�shade�structure�attached�to�the�toilet�block�to�afford�protection�from�sun�and�rain�
� A�car�park�with�20�car�spaces�and�2�disabled�access�car�space�

�
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OVERALL�DESIGN�DESCRIPTION�

Existing�access�into�the�site�

Pedestrian�access�is�provided�for�park�users�to�the�Caulfield�Racecourse�Centre�via�a�shared�vehicular�
tunnel�off�Booran�Road�as�well�as�from�the�Guineas�Tunnel�off�Station�Street.�A�new�fence�will�be�
erected�in�the�vehicular�tunnel�to�provide�separated�pedestrian�access�and�safety�for�users.�Access�
from�the�Guineas�Tunnel�to�the�Centre�will�also�be�improved�to�cater�for�people�with�all�abilities.���

Accessibility�

All�of�the�paths�and�new�areas�are�wheelchair�accessible,�unified�by�a�seamless�circulation�system.��

One�mile�long�running�track�

A�one�mile�long�running�track�has�been�included�in�the�design.�Users�could�start�in�an�anti�clockwise�
direction�along�the�outer�track,�run�along�the�northern�end�of�the�lake,�loop�around�the�car�boot�
village�area,�and�finish�in�a�clockwise�direction�around�the�lake.�Please�refer�to�the�attached�plan.�

The�track�will�consist�of�a�3.0m�wide�concrete�trail�and�minimum�2.0m�wide�granitic�gravel�trail.�
Markers�will�be�placed�along�the�running�track�with�horse�shoes�or�brushed�metal�plates�to�mark�the�
distance�travelled.�

Recreational�trail�

The�recreational�and�link�trails�will�be�constructed�of�coloured�concrete�or�compacted�granitic�gravel�
and�will�be�a�minimum�width�of�2.0m�wide.��

These�trails�will�connect�to�the�picnic�area,�the�boardwalk�and�seating�areas�and�cater�for�general�
recreational�use.�Several�accessible�seating�locations�have�been�included�along�this�trail.��

Lake�experiences�

Different�edge�treatments�have�been�proposed�along�the�lake�embankment�to�add�to�the�users’�
experience�and�enable�various�degrees�of�interaction�with�the�water.�These�areas�have�been�
selected�based�on�the�existing�condition�of�the�embankment.�The�different�areas�include�the�
following:�

� An�accessible�boardwalk�area�for�general�use�and�occasional�organised�fishing�events�
� Retention�of�the�natural�reed�and�rush�areas��
� Retention�of�graded�grassed�areas�leading�to�the�water’s�edge�for�boat�launching�or�other�

activities�
� Location�of�several�large�rocks�along�the�lake�edge�to�provide�perching�locations�
� A�low�tiered�seating�area�with�low�seating�retaining�walls�(max�400mm�high)�
� A�beached�area�at�the�lowest�tier,�capitalising�on�the�existing�sandy�conditions�

�
�
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Boardwalk�

The�existing�boardwalk�will�need�to�be�replaced�as�the�
current�size�will�be�insufficient�to�accommodate�the�
expected�increase�in�number�of�users.�The�boardwalk�
does�not�currently�allow�all�abilities�access�and�the�guard�
rails�are�inadequate.��

The�new�boardwalk�has�been�proposed�to�provide�a�
more�appealing�viewing�and�recreation�experience�on�
the�lake,�and�is�located�where�it�connects�easily�to�the�
new�car�park�and�path�system�between�the�Guineas�
Tunnel�and�the�vehicular�tunnels.��

Paths�allow�for�seamless�all�abilities�access�onto�and�
through�the�boardwalk.�It�is�anticipated�that�the�reeds�and�rushes�will�self�seed�between�the�shore�
line�and�boardwalk,�assisting�with�the�provision�of�a�natural�barrier�to�prevent�inadvertent�access�by�
children.��An�additional�barrier�could�be�provided�if�required.��

The�design�of�the�new�boardwalk�includes:�

� An�extended�area�that�allows�users�to�sit�whilst�not�obstructing�general�thoroughfare�
� Guardrails�and�infill�to�meet�current�standards�and�guidelines�
� Seamless�access�to�BCA�and�Australian�Standards�connecting�the�boardwalk�to�the�main�

path�
� A�sign�to�raise�awareness�of�the�danger�in�areas�behind�active�fishing�areas�

�
Illustration�of�proposed�boardwalk�with�picnic�area�

Park�amenities�

A�picnic�area�has�been�designed�near�the�new�boardwalk.�A�low�seating�retaining�wall�(max�500mm�
high)�will�be�utilised�to�adjust�the�levels�so�that�graded�access�can�be�provided�into�this�area�as�well�
as�to�the�boardwalk�and�toilets.�Four�picnic�tables�and�two�barbecues�will�be�provided�in�this�area.�

Several�seating�locations�have�been�provided�around�the�lake.�Seats�similar�to�those�at�the�Caulfield�
Aviary�Garden�will�be�selected.�

�
Existing�boardwalk�
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Other�opportunities�for�informal�seating�around�the�lake�include�tiered�low�seating�retaining�walls,�
the�seating�edge/retaining�wall�at�the�picnic�area,�the�sloping�grassy�banks,�and�seating�along�the�
trail.�

A�junior�play�area�will�be�provided�adjacent�to�the�picnic�area.��This�play�area�will�be�sheltered�with�
the�new�trees�and�a�flat�roof�shade�structure.�

An�exercise�station�is�provided�on�the�southern�end�of�the�lake.��This�area�will�provide�users�with�a�
series�of�different�exercise�equipment�to�choose�from.�

Toilets��

A�toilet�block�will�be�positioned�within�reasonably�close�proximity�to�the�picnic�area.��

They�will�consist�of�two�accessible�unisex�cubicles�with�change�facilities.�

The�toilet�will�have�a�flat�roof�to�avoid�any�obstruction�of�sightlines�and�will�be�constructed�of�non�
reflective�materials.�

Barriers�

Two�different�barriers�have�been�proposed�on�this�site�to�help�delineate�the�different�areas�and�to�
ensure�the�safety�of�the�users�and�horses.�They�consist�of:�

� A�2.1m�high�black�chain�mesh�fence�with�a�horse�visual�demarcation�barrier�or�other�suitable�
as�agreed�with�trainers�to�separate�users�from�the�horse�training�areas.�This�fence�is�
required�to�provide�safe�access�to�the�horse�training�areas�for�the�horses,�jockeys,�handlers�
and�other�staff.�

� A�1.5m�high�post�and�rail�barrier�similar�to�Flemington�sample�with�emergency�spring�loaded�
gates�to�separate�users�from�vehicles�will�be�provided�in�the�vehicular�tunnel�off�Booran�
Road.�

� Fences�will�be�detailed�with�light�coloured�rails�where�required.��

Vegetation�

Minor�weed�removal�to�the�existing�vegetated�areas�around�the�lake�will�be�required�and�will�be�an�
ongoing�procedure.���

Low�tufted�planting�has�been�proposed�on�the�east�side�of�the�picnic�area�to�provide�some�wind�
protection�without�compromising�the�sightlines.��The�species�in�this�garden�bed�area�may�include;�
Flax�lilies�(Dianella�longifolia),�Rushes�(Lomandra�longifolia)�or�Native�Irises�(Dietes�grandiflora).�

�

A�line�of�trees�will�be�planted�in�the�same�garden�bed�to�provide�shade�to�the�picnic�area.��These�will�
be�maintained�to�a�maximum�height�of�3.0m�to�not�obscure�views�of�the�finishing�line.��Proposed�
tree�species�include;�Lilly�Pillies�(Acmena�smithii�cultivars),�Willow�Myrtle�(Agonis�flexuosa�cultivars)�
or�Chinese�Pistachio�(Pistachia�chinensis).�

� � �
Dianella�longifolia� Lomandra�longifolia� Dietes�grandiflora�
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�

Pump�house�

The�pump�house�will�continue�to�be�off�limits�to�the�public�and�will�be�reinforced�with�new�black�
mesh�fencing.��Access�gates�will�be�provided�to�allow�maintenance�vehicles�into�the�compound�only.�

Car�boot�village�area�

The�car�boot�village�area�running�and�walking�tracks�will�be�installed�under�the�supervision�of�MRC�
to�ensure�that�they�align�with�the�Spring�Carnival�Car�boot�layout.�

� � �
Acmena�smithii� Pistachia�chinensis� Agonis�flexuosa�



The racecourse is one of a number of public open spaces located in the vicinity of the Caulfield town centre, including: 

o 1. Caulfield Park (500m north-west of the racecourse) �������	

o 2. East Caulfield Reserve (200m to the east) ������	

o 3. Ardrie Park (800m to the east) �������

���
o 4. Lord Reserve (1000m to the south east) ������	

o 5. Glen Huntly Park – Hatched from the Crown Reserve (immediately south of the racecourse)�������	

o 6. Garden Avenue Reserve (800m to the south)�������	


1

2

4

5

67 3

1. Caulfield Park (500m north-west of the racecourse) - 24.09ha 
2. East Caulfield Reserve (200m to the east) - 4.2ha 
 3. Koornang Park - (1200m to the south east) - 5.89ha 
 4. Lord Reserve (1000m to the south east) - 4.85ha 
 5. Glen Huntly Park - hatched from the Crown Reserve (immediately south of the   
     racecourse) - 3.95ha 
6. Garden Avenue Reserve - (800m to the south) - 0.44ha 
 7. Princes Park - (3km south of the Reserve) - 12.08ha 
 8. Caulfield Racecourse Centre  - 14.62ha inclusive of the lakes 
 9. NEW PARK - Booran Road Park - 0.62ha (immediately West of the racecourse) 
10. NEW PARK - Booran Road Reservoir - (350m to the south) - 1.6ha  

8

9

10

Public Open Space  
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Section 4  
 
Crown Land Exchange 
 
The Crown Land Exchange was required to be undertaken in order to facilitate the 
master planning and commercial development of land within the Phoenix Precinct. This 
was undertaken in compliance with the Glen Eira Planning Scheme and Council 
Planning Permit restrictions over parts of the land. 
 
The Phoenix Precinct in Caulfield is identified as a major activity centre within State 
Government Strategic Planning Policy Melbourne 2030. Within this area there was a 
parcel of Crown Land identified as the ‘Tabaret Carpark’ (5,865m2) and used as a 
bitumen surfaced carpark for the Club. 
 
DSE conducted a detailed environmental assessment of MRC freehold land around the 
Racecourse and identified two main land areas which met the Departments 
appropriate land exchange criteria.  In particular these two land areas were chosen for 
their public land values.  
 
The first land area was identified as having botanical and historical value, containing a 
remnant of the flora which was once contained within the Reserve, and which was 
suitable for the creation of a public park asset. 
 
The second land area being a section of land abutting the Racecourse which formed 
part of the Racecourse track.  This was identified as being desirable to be 
amalgamated with the Crown Land of the Reserve. 
 
In total the land areas to be exchanged are 7,214m2 of MRC freehold land in 
exchange for the Crown Land Tabaret Carpark area of 5,865m2.  The Valuer General’s 
Office also carried out a land valuation and the Club is to make payment in favour of 
the Crown. 
 
As part of the Land Exchange the Club is also required to rehabilitate and landscape 
the park area at no cost to the Crown or community. 
 
During the Land Exchange process the Club became aware of some concerns that 
Glen Eira Council put forward related to the suitability of the land as a public park and 
in particular compliance with crime prevention through environmental design (CPED). 
 
In this regard the Club engaged a well reputed specialist consultancy firm to evaluate 
the merit of the public park proposal and whether CPED and other Council concerns 
could be met. The report found in favour of the creation of this park – quote: - 
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Metropolitan Melbourne Investigation 
Crown Land Exchange 
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“This site has the greatest leisure and environmental potential of any associated with the 
racecourse at this time as due to the size and age of vegetation and the future of the 
vegetation is dependant on the site being retained as a park in public ownership”. 
 
 
Attachments:- 
 
1.   Plan outlay showing the MRC/DSE Proposed Crown Land Exchange at  
 Caulfield Racecourse  
 
2. @Leisure Report – Land Swap Proposal – Advice concerning a site for a  
 Public  Park  
 
3. Artist Impression – Proposed New Park Abutting  
 
4. Landscape Concept Plan  
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LAND SWAP PROPOSAL
ADVICE CONCERNING A SITE FOR A PUBLIC PARK
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Section 5  

Environmental Management of the Reserve  

The Club is the first race club in Australia to have an accredited SafetyMap Safety 
Management System and an Environmental Management System (EMS) which aligns 
with the requirements of ISO14001. 

The Club has formed an Environmental Sustainability Committee to oversee and 
implement a range of programs and initiatives to improve on and minimise the Club’s 
impact on the environment. 

The Club has a strong and robust relationship with the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The EPA carries out regular inspection of the reserve and adjoining lands. Many 
of the environmental initiatives that the Club has implemented in recent years have 
been designed in consultation with the EPA.  

The Club is in the final stages of rolling out a new horse waste capture system. All horse 
waste is contained in enclosed waste bins and compactors before being transported 
to local market gardens and a specialised composting site for reuse as a garden 
product. This system improves the local environment (reducing pest populations) on site 
and through the production of compost and other gardening products it also gives 
others the opportunity to improve garden health whilst reducing demand on landfill. 

To reduce the Club’s dependence on potable water, the Club invested in a range of 
infrastructure including 350,000 litres of above ground water storage tanks, a second 
lake doubling the water holding capacity and a stormwater harvesting system that 
captures water from the North and Western streets of the racecourse including a large 
proportion of the hard surfaces within the racecourse site.  Currently we have the 
capacity to capture 40Ml of rainwater p.a. as well as a holding capacity of 35Ml in the 
Reserve lakes. This reduces the pressure (volume) of water and water pollution to local 
waterways, Elster Creek and eventually Port Philip Bay.  Other environmental benefits 
include 125kg of Nitrogen p.a.  (approximately) being captured by the Club’s 
stormwater system aimed at improving biodiversity in the resulting “downstream 
environments”. 

The Club’s commitment to environmental efficiencies has been strengthened year to 
year with comprehensive recycling and waste reduction, water reduction and energy 
efficiency programs throughout the organisation. These initiatives have resulted in a 
water savings of more than 35 million litres in recent years and an indicative greenhouse 
gas emission reduction of 9% at Caulfield Racecourse in the 2009/2010 year.  
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Attachments:- 
 
1. Letter from Department of Sustainability and Environment acknowledging the 
 Club’s water conservation initiatives 
 
2. Target 155 banners/posters located around the Caulfield Racecourse Reserve in 
 conjunction with the Victorian Government and Southeast Water  
 





Caulfield Racecourse supports Target 155  
and has saved 35 million litres of water in the 
past 2 years
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Section 6  
 
C60 Planning Scheme Amendment – matters relevant to the Reserve 
 
Planning 
The proposed C60 Planning Scheme Amendment deals with the development of 
underutilised land owned by the Club within the Caulfield Major Activity Centre. 
 
This land area forms a strategic role in delivering on State Government Planning Policy 
Melbourne 2030 and in compliance with the Glen Eira Council Planning Policy 
Framework. 
 
It has been the subject of two panel enquiries both of which have recommended the 
adoption of the C60 Amendment.  The Council Planning Officer Report likewise 
recommends adoption of the C60 Amendment. 
 
Quote:  Glen Eira Council Officer Report - “The land being the subject of Amendment 
C60 has involved the greatest policy focus and community consultation of any 
comparable land in the municipality of Glen Eira”. 
 
“For the reasons outlined in this report it is recommended that a number of the Panel’s 
recommendations, but not all, be supported and that the Amendment be adopted 
with changes”. 
 
Public Open Space 
Of interest related to the address of public open space within the C60 area is that the 
Panel supported the Joint Communique:  
 
“The Panel endorses the agreement outlined in the Joint Communiqué between 
Council and the MRC to pursue improvements to the landscaping and amenity of the 
centre of the racecourse in the short to medium term”. 
 
And further concluded that:  
 
“The size and location of existing reserves are adequate, however the centre of the 
racecourse has limitations with respect to access and is under-utilised; the plans by the 
Council and the MRC to make additional land available as public open space will 
improve this situation over time”.  
 
Panel also supported the Council’s acquisition of the Booran Road Reservoir. 
 
“The Panel supports the proposal by Council to pursue the acquisition of the water 
reserve on Glenhuntly Road and develop as public open space” 
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Development 
There is no development on Crown Land 
 
Car Parking 
There is no intensification of use for carparking in the Centre of the Reserve as a result of 
the C60 Amendment.  
 
The Panel concluded “That the MRC is able to sufficiently accommodate the demand 
for carparking associated with the Racecourse uses despite the loss of the Members 
Car Parks No 1 and No 2 and the Tabaret Carpark through use of other land forming 
part of the racecourse”. 
 
 
Attachments:- 
 
1. Location map of Caulfield Village 




