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1. Purpose
To report on a growing trend of groups using Glen Eira sports grounds without a
permit.
2. Community Plan 2008 - 2013
Theme 3 Strategic Objective:
To enhance the recreation, leisure and sporting facilities in Glen Eira to improve
community wellbeing and strengthen the community.
3. Recommendation
Note this Repol
4. Background

In recent months Council has received complaints that groups are using Glen Eira
sports grounds to play sport on a regular basis without a permit.

Council has committed significant resources in upgrading sports grounds to cope
with the ongoing drought conditions and to ensure that safe sports ground surfaces
are provided.

The drought that Melboumne is currently experiencing is the worst on record. Council
is also limited in irrigating sports grounds due to State Government Legislation.

Informal sport on sports grounds by eg a family picnicking at the park is welcomed
and this encourages residents to become part of the many sports clubs in Glen Eira.
There is however a growing group of people using grounds without a permit on a
regular basis. These groups may expose Council to risk as they may have no
insurance and could be playing a sport that is not suitable to that area of the park.
Their play may also pose risks to other park users.

These groups can also place undue wear and tear to the sports grounds they are
using. These groups are very organised and have umpires, coloured bibs/jumpers
and football boots. Such groups also frustrate clubs who pay to use Council facilities
(thereby contributing to the upkeep of the ground) and who often would like to use
these grounds more often but are not able to-due to the pressure it places on
grounds. ’

On Sunday 8/11/09 a civic compliance officer encountered an unauthorised soccer
match involving approximately 16 players at Bailey Reserve (see photo below). The
group admitted to not having a permit. This group were very close to a women’s




[image: image2.png]¥
softball game and were at risk by being hit with a ball. The softball club have asked
this group on numerous occasions not to play while games are in progress but have
been ignored by the soccer players. The players wanted to debate the matter with
the officer but were asked to contact Recreation Services. The soccer game
continued after the officer spoke with the soccer players.

On the same day an unauthorised cricket match was being played at Caulfield Park
(see photo below). The game was a practice match for an upcoming 20/20 match.
The club was not a Glen Eira club and were informed that they were not allowed to
play without a permit. The match did not stop and a GECC Outdoor Facilities card
was given to a representative.

There are reports that a soccer group plays on the new ovals at Caulfield Park on
Saturday and Sunday aftemoons at Caulfield Park as well as a Frisbee group of 20
plus people most days at Caulfield Park. There are reports of external cricket groups
also using the new grounds at Caulfield Park.

Unauthorised Soccer Bailey Reserve

Unauthorised Cricket Caulfield Park





[image: image3.png]6. Previous Council Decision

Following a previous issue relating to unauthorised groups using parks Council
resolved the following at its meeting of 18 December 2007:

That Council

a.

endorse the recent statement of its balanced approach:

1. Our parks and sportsgrounds are suffering because of drought and water
restrictions. Playing surfaces are drying out.

2. Thousands of kids take part in organised sport which is totatally
dependant on Council’s maintaining sports grounds that are safe to play
on. We are determined to protect those playing surfaces by relocating
activities which may damage them.

3. That still leaves ample room in our parklands — outside the playing
surfaces - for residents and their families to run and play and enjoy
themselves.,

4. Our climate is changing and we all need to change with it. We all need to
reduce our use of energy. We all need to reduce our use of water. We all
need to reduce our use of playing surfaces. All it takes is a little bit of
cooperation.

confirm with the group that they are welcome to conduct their activities at
Princes Park but ask them to do so in the large open area at the western end
of the park in order to let other kids continue to play their sport on the grounds
on the eastern side.

keep usage patters under review and adjust usage policies as circumstances
evolve.

Crs Lipshutz/Robillard

That the recommendation in the report be adopted.

8.34pm Cr Staikos returned to the chamber

The MOTION was put and CARRIED unanimously.

7. Options

a.  Council can monitor the situation

b.  Council can uphold reasonable laws reasonably enforced. Council can take the
following action for unauthorised groups:
* Issue a verbal waming in the first instance
« Issue a formal warning in the second instance
« Issue a penalty infringement notice if the group continues to play

c.  Council can do nothing
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